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Boe and Ball play two  
Yorkshire dates 

Following the stunning success of their Platinum selling album 

Together and29 sold out shows across the UK in 2016,  

Michael Ball and Alfie Boe have announced today that they 

will return in2017 for a selection of exclusive dates  

throughout the country. 

Summer will see them performing outdoors at some of the 

UK's most beautiful stately homes and castles, with six

dates announced in June. This includes Scarborough Open 

Air Theatre on Wednesday June 28. 

In winter, they'll come back inside to play 10 arena dates in 

November and December including Leeds First Direct

Arena on Friday December 8. 

Tickets for all dates go on sale on Friday December 16 at 

10am from www.livenation.co.uk and

www.gigsandtours.com VIP Hospitality and Meet and 

Greet packages are also available to purchase via VIP Na-
tion. 

Harrogate Advertiser (Dec 14th 2016) 
Reach: 14,615 

http://www.livenation.co.uk/
http://www.gigsandtours.com/


Michael Ball and Alfie Boe to play Scarborough Open Air Theatre 

 

Following the stunning success of their Platinum selling album Together and 

29 sold out shows across the UK in 2016, Michael Ball and Alfie Boe today 

announced they will play Scarborough Open Air Theatre in 2017. 

The nation's favourite musical theatre star and its most beloved tenor will 

perform outdoors at some of the UK's most beautiful stately homes and ven-

ues next summer before an arena tour in December. 

And music promoters Cuffe and Taylor are delighted to reveal that as part of 

this UK tour Michael Ball and Alfie Boe will head to Scarborough Open Air 

Theatre on Wednesday June 28. 

Tickets for the concert go on sale at 10am on Friday. 

Michael and Alfie said: "There are simply no words for how incredible this is 

for us. We have always wanted to work together, it was just a case of getting 

the timing right. 

"We are so grateful to all our fans who have supported us and everyone involved for believing in us. We are 

literally having the best time and are so happy with the success of the album and the tour." 

Michael and Alfie, who first performed together a decade ago in Kismet at the London Coliseum, have re-

ceived a plethora of prestigious awards, record-breaking sales and chart successes. 

The two critically-acclaimed artists released their Number One album Together on Decca in October. It fea-

tures a stunning repertoire from the greatest Broadway shows as well as classic songs both stars have always 

wanted to record. 

Together has gone Platinum in just six weeks and is on track to become the biggest selling domestic release of 

2016. 

Michael and Alfie join Cliff Richard, The Beach Boys, George Benson, Jess Glynne, Olly Murs, UB40 featuring 

Ali, Astro and Mickey Virtue and indie stars The Charlatans among the star-studded headliners already an-

nounced at Scarborough OAT for 2017. 

Peter Taylor, director of Cuffe and Taylor, said: "What can you say about Michael Ball and Alfie Boe that has 

not been said already – they are quite simply musical superstars. 

"Following the release of their stunning new album they have been packing out theatres across the UK. No-

body is going to want to miss them together on stage at Scarborough Open Air Theatre – this is going to be a 

really, really special night." 

Tickets go on sale at 10am Friday. They are available: www.livenation.co.uk and www.gigsandtours.com 

and www.ticketmaster.co.uk and www.scarboroughopenairtheatre.com and in person or by calling Scar-

borough Open  Air Theatre Box Office (0844 844 0444 ) or Discover Yorkshire Coast Tourism Bureau (01723 

383636). 

Scarborough News (Dec 14th 2016) 
Reach: 13,191 



Yorkshire Coast Radio (Dec 14th 2016) 
Reach: On air and 966 (online) 

Michael Ball and Alfie Boe Come 

to Scarborough : After the suc-

cess of their Platinum selling 

album ‘Together' and 29 sold out 

shows across the UK in 2016, 

Michael Ball and Alfie Boe have 

announced today that they will 

return in 2017 for a selection of 

exclusive dates throughout the 

country, including Scarborough's 

Open Air Theatre. 

They'll perform at the venue on 

Wednesday June 28th and tick-

ets go on sale this Friday 16th 

December. 

Summer will see them perform-

ing outdoors at some of the UK's 

most beautiful stately homes 

and castles, with six dates an-

nounced in June. In winter, 

they'll come back inside to play 

ten arena dates in November 

and December. 

Having first met 10 years ago, 

performing together in 'Kismet' 

at the London Coliseum, Michael 

and Alfie became lifelong 

friends. That same year, Michael 

Ball made history as the first 

musical theatre star to be given 

a solo concert at the Royal Albert 

Hall's BBC Proms, and asked Alfie 

Boe to join him to perform at the 

classical music festival. 

This instant personal connection 

and professional mutual admira-

tion makes for the perfect pair-

ing and, to the delight of their 

hundreds of thousands of fans 

across the globe, has been finally 

realised with the Decca-released 

‘Together' to spectacular suc-

cess. The album has gone Plati-

num in just 6 weeks and is on 

track to become the biggest 

selling domestic release of 2016! 

Michael and Alfie say: "There are 

simply no words for how incredi-

ble this is for us. We have always 

wanted to work together, it was 

just a case of getting the timing 

right. We are so grateful to all 

our fans who have supported us 

and everyone involved for be-

lieving in us. We are literally 

having the best time and are so 

happy with the success of the 

album and the tour". 

The two critically-acclaimed 

artists have received a plethora 

of prestigious awards, record-

breaking sales and chart success-

es. Over his extraordinary 30 

year career, Michael's outstand-

ing performances have made 

smash-hit box office history. He 

is a double Olivier Award winner, 

multi-platinum recording artist, 

top selling live concert perform-

er and a hugely popular radio 

and TV presenter. 

Alfie's exceptional voice has 

made him Britain's most popular 

and biggest-selling tenor He has 

conquered the   world's greatest 

opera stages and arenas, led the 

cast of Les Misérables, stole the 

show at the Queen's Diamond 

Jubilee Concert at Buckingham 

Palace– as well achieving UK 

album sales of over a million, 

and four top ten albums. 

 

Tickets are on-sale from 10am 

on Friday 16th December and 

are available from livena-

tion.co.uk  



York Press (Dec 15th 2016) 
Reach: 15,428 



Gazette and Herald Jan 4th 2017) 
Reach: 8,097 



Scarborough Open Air Theatre 

Scarborough Open Air Theatre: World-renowned tenor 

Alfie Boe and theatre star Michael Ball have forged a

legendary partnership thanks to the success of their 

platinum selling album, aptly titled Together.  

Having played a string of sell-out dates in 2016 in sup-

port of the album, the duo are back once again for an-

other nationwide tour, complete with a big band and 

orchestra as well as classic ballads and popular numbers. 

Both vocalists have made their mark in their respective 

fields over the past few decades, with awards, impres-

sive sales and chart-worthy hits.

Michael Ball is a two-time winner of the Olivier Award 

for Best Actor in a Musical and a well-known radio and 

TV presenter. Alfie Boe, meanwhile, is regarded as one 

of the country's finest tenors, with his UK album sales

exceeding one million.  

The upcoming tour, Together Again, will see the pair visit 16 towns and cities, starting with

Ledbury before finishing up in London's O2 arena in December. Michael Ball and Alfie Boe 

tour dates 2017: Sun 18 Jun – Eastnor Castle, Ledbury Tue 20 Jun – Walcot Hall, Shrews-

bury Wed 21 Jun – Stanstead Park, Chichester Sat 24 Jun – Euston Hall, Thetford Sun 25 

Jun – Lincoln Castle, Lincoln Wed 28 Jun – Open Air Theatre, Scarborough Thu 30 Nov – 

Motorpoint Arena, Cardiff Sat 2 Dec – Brighton Centre, Brighton Sun 3 Dec – Bournemouth 

International Centre, Bournemouth Tue 5 Dec – Genting Arena, Birmingham Thu 7 Dec – 

Manchester Arena, Manchester Fri 8 Dec – First Direct Arena, Leeds Sun 10 Dec – SSE 

Hydro, Glasgow Mon 11 Dec – AECC GE Oil & Gas Arena, Aberdeen Wed 13 Dec – Motor-

point Arena, Nottingham Thu 14 Dec – The O2, London

Tickets on sale now. Musical star Michael Ball and popular tenor Alfie Boe join forces. 

£140 / 0844 477 9000 

Phone for prices, tickets on sale Friday 16th December, 10am / 0871 945 6000 £50–£75 / 
0844 576 3000 

The List (Feb 2nd 2017) 
Reach: 93,168 



South Shropshire Journal (June 16th 2017) 
Reach: 7,076 



South Shropshire Journal (June 16th 2017) 
Reach: 7,076 



Powys Count Times (June 16th 2017) 
Reach: 8,027 



Shropshire stage set for Boe, Ball and Sir Cliff 
 
The stage is set for two days 
of 'just fabulous'musical en-
tertainment at a Shropshire 
stately home, as Alfie Boe, 
Michael Ball and Cliff Rich-
ard prepare to play. 
A specially constructed out-
door stage, complete with 
seats, and a disabled view-
ing platform, for thousands of 
music fans, has been put up 
in the grounds of Walcot 
Hall, a country house that is 
more used to hosting wed-
ding guests than gig-goers. 
The stage is following Cliff Richard around on his Just... Fabulous Rock n Roll comeback tour, for which he 
decided to forego the usual concert venues and instead play in the grounds of historic castles and pictur-
esque country estates. 
Yesterday promoters worked around the clock to get the stage ready on land usually used for grazing at the 
hall in Lydbury North, near Bishop's Castle. 
The house and grounds are a well-known wedding and holiday cottage venue owned by the Parish family for 
the past 60 years, and it is the first time a rock concert has been staged there – let alone two. 
Sir Cliff will play tomorrow night, but tonight tenor Boe and musical theatre star Ball will tread the stage to-
gether, touring in tandem with Cliff to make the most of the opportunity to sing at some sumptuous locations 
that they would not normally get to play. 
Walcot will be just the second venue on the pair's seven-date open air summer tour, having started at East-
nor Castle, Herefordshire, on Sunday. 
Michael Ball said: "We are so excited about this tour. There is something magical about being in the open air 
when you sing. 
"There is an atmosphere when the sun goes down, the lights come up on the stage and you are in a place 
where the music disappears into the ether. It's a truly unique and special experience." 

Alfie added: "The reaction to our theatre tour last year was brilliant. The audiences were fantastic, all the 
nights were special and so we are really looking forward to these open-air dates. 
"When we perform together something just clicks, it works. We are great friends both on and off the stage 
and I think that comes across. When you are comfortable performing with someone, as myself and Michael 
are together, then I think that comes out in the performance and makes these nights truly memorable. 
"We've added a few things from the theatre tour, a few surprises to the set, and we really hope the audiences like 
them. We think they will," he said. 
Having first met in 2006 while performing in Kismet with the English National Opera, Michael and Alfie have 
become lifelong friends. 
They are touring their double platinum-selling album Together and announced ahead of the tour that they will 

Shropshire Star (Jun 20th 2017) 
Reach: 21,473 



Shropshire Star (Jun 14th 2017) 
Reach: 21,473 

Shropshire hall ready 
for Sir Cliff Richard,  
Michael Ball & Alfie Boe 
With just two weeks to go until the Peter Pan of pop rocks a county 
house in Shropshire, owners have revealed it will also mark a dia-
mond anniversary for the venue. 
It's 60 years since Georgian country house Walcot Hall at Lydbury 
North came into the ownership of the Parish family, so it fitting that 
they will be celebrating with two big gigs – Sir Cliff Richard on June 
21 and duo Michael Ball and Alfie Boe the day before on June 20. 
The double date marks a first for the wedding and holiday cottage 
venue, with its 350 acres of farm and woodland set to host the two 
back-to-back concerts on specially constructed outdoor stages. 
Musical theatre star Michael Ball and tenor Alfie Boe will be appearing following 29 sold out show in 2016, off 
the back of their platinum-selling album Together while Sir Cliff is showcasing his new album Just...Fabulous 
Rock 'n'Roll, in which the icon returns to his roots with new recordings of favourites from the golden era of the 
1950s and early 1960s. 
Lucinda Parish, whose father-in-law moved to the hall in 1957, just one year before Sir Cliff's debut single 
Move It, said: "When people found out who was coming they just could not believe it. There's been great ex-

citement locally, everyone's coming and we think it will be fabulous. 
"It's very good for rural Shropshire that these things are happening and they're not 
just for big cities." 

She said thousands of fans will be at both fully-seated concerts, so it 
has meant some re-organisation at the hall, once owned by Clive of 
India. 
Much of the grazing land is let to farmers, so they will be moving 
stock out for the duration. However, wedding ceremonies are still 
scheduled for both the weekend before and after midweek gigs. 
Lucinda added: "Our wedding parties have exclusive use of the ven-
ue and we had to make sure the build of the stage doesn't interfere 
with that but everyone has been very accommodating." 

Peter Taylor, director of North West-based concert promoters Cuffe 
and Taylor, presenting the two days of gigs, said: "We cannot wait for 
this show, it is going to be amazing. 

"Walcot Hall is such a fabulous place, a wonderful setting. Music fans are in for a real treat, both in terms of the 
fantastic shows on stage by Cliff Richard, Michael Ball and Alfie Boe, and by visiting this fantastic country es-
tate. "These are going to be concerts that will live long in the memory," he said. 
A handful of tickets are still available for both gigs from www.livenation.co.uk and 



Cuffe and Taylor & Rhodes Media  (Jun 15th 2017) 
Special video (shot in Fleetwood) to promote tour 



BBC Radio Hereford & Worcester - Drivetime Show 
 (June 16th 2017) 

Drivetime host Andrew 

Easton speaks to the  

nation’s favourite tenor 

Alfie Boe ahead of his 

much-anticipated live 

show with Michael Ball  

at Eastnor Castle this 

weekend and reminisces 

about his musical career 

   



Express and Star (Weekend) (June 17th 2017) 
Reach: 193,416 



Express and Star (Weekend) (June 17th 2017) 
Reach: 193,416 



Express and Star (Weekend) (June 17th 2017) 
Reach: 193,416 

This interview and feature  also appeared in the: Shropshire Star (21,473); 



Southern Daily Echo (Jun 17th 2017) 
Reach: 176,179 

INTERVIEW By Hilary Porter 

THE pairing of two-time Olivier Award 
winner Michael Ball and the nation’s 
biggest-selling tenor Alfie Boe proved a 
match made in heaven when they record-
ed the Platinum selling album ‘Together’ 
last year and performed 29 sold out 
shows across the UK. 
Now they are returning for a selection of 
exclusive dates including some of the UK’s 
most beautiful stately homes and castles 
this month, including Stanstead Park at 
Chichester on Wednesday June 21. 
In winter, they’ll come back inside to play 
10 arena dates, including a return to the 
BIC on Sunday December 3. 
Alfie Boe took ten minutes to talk to the 
Echo about the new dates and his unique 
friendship with Michael Ball. Surprisingly, 
he said he is surprised by how well the 
tour and duets album 
(featuring Broadway hits 
and songs from the big 
screen) did. 
He told me: "The 
tour started last 
July in New York 
when we recorded 
the album and if I 
said I'm not sur-
prised by how well 
it's gone I'd be lying 
and be very arrogant. 
We've both been amazed 
as it was our intention to get 
together and just have some fun and 
weren't expecting too much of it. 
“Inevitably we didn't know whether our 
voices would work on stage together and 
be compatible but we got in the studio 
and something just clicked and we found 
we have something special and 
unique .The tour sold out, the album went 

platinum and then double platinum and 
was the Christmas Number 2." 
The two critically--acclaimed artists have 
received a plethora of prestigious awards, 
record-breaking sales and chart successes. 

Over his extraordinary 30 year ca-
reer, Michael's outstanding per-

formances have made smash-
hit box office history. He is a 
double Olivier Award winner, 
multi--platinum recording 
artist, top selling live concert 
performer and a hugely pop-
ular radio and TV presenter.  

Alfie's exceptional voice has 
made him Britain's most popu-

lar and biggest-selling tenor. He 
has conquered the world’s greatest 

opera stages and arenas, led the cast of 
Les Misérables, stole the show at the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Concert at Buck-
ingham Palace – as well achieving UK al-
bum sales of over a million, and four top 
ten albums 
Given their highly successful individual 
careers Alfie agrees this joint venture was 
something of a gamble. 

"It's very important to team up with the 
right person. You can't just do a collabora-
tion with anyone- you must find a com-
patible performer and we get on very well 
as friends and as artists and we just enjoy 
it." 
Enjoying the same sense of humour is 
clearly an advantage. "It helps!" laughs 
Alfie. "It helps to get on and have a laugh 
and make fun of each other because life is 
too short." 
The laughter, banter and mutual mickey-
taking was very much part and parcel of 
the show's success last time and not what 
one would normally expect from an 
opera /cross over star. So did he think 
there is a tendency to take some of the 
music - opera in particular, a little too 
seriously? 
"Yes I do. There are moments you have to 
knuckle down and get into the hard work 
and you do have to take things seriously 
but not so much it effects the show.  
“There are people out there who are far 
too serious." 

 
(continued on next page) 



(continued on next page) 

Alfie says we can expect a slightly different 
show to last year: "It will be the same tour 
with a couple of changes- minor altera-
tions that will surprise people. It won't be 
exactly the same. Inevitably playing out-
doors for the summer festivals brings 
something different out of you. I love the 
festivals; everything is very joyful and the 
audience capacity will be larger and there 
will be people who haven't seen the show 
before." 
Ball and Boe have been friends since they 
performed in the English National Opera’s 
disastrous staging of Kismet at the London 
Coliseum 10 years ago. They were testing 
circumstances but at least they were the 
only two to be spared from the uniformly 
gruesome reviews. 
Shortly afterwards the two forged their 
alliance when Michael headlined a Prom at 
the Albert Hall and Alfie joined him for the 
duet from The Pearl Fishers. 
Given it was a shaky start did they get on 
straight away? 
"We did pretty much. 
It was a great way to 
meet and we just got 
on. We were put un-
der pressure with the 
production of Kismet 
to pull it off because 
the production team 
had abandoned it. So 
we and other mem-
bers of the cast pulled 
together and we creat-
ed this strong bond 
that has lasted until 
now. We respect each 
other and have fol-
lowed each other's 
careers." 
However, Alfie still smiles when he reveals 
how Michael ignored his request for help 
in his younger days. 
Alfie recalls how, as a young music student 
at the Royal College of Music in London, he 
admired Michael who was an established 

star. He attempted to contact Ball, who is a 
dozen years his senior, with a view to 
getting guidance and possible mentorship. 

He put a note through 
his door asking for 
advice as an aspiring 
performer and Mi-
chael, he says, just 
ignored it! 
"I was living in this 
little lane in Barnes 
and he was living just 
round the corner and I 
thought I wonder if 
we could have a chat 
one day so I wrote a 
note on a postcard 
and put it under his 
door saying, “I’m a 
student, I really like 
your music and enjoy 
your performing. I’d 

love to get together to hear any advice you 
could give to me. Here’s my number.” I 
heard nothing back. He didn't have the 
time or was too damn lazy to reply. I've 
asked him about it since and he said it was 
because I wrote the note in crayon! ...well I 

just threw his CDs away- well I had only 
bought one. The rest I used as ash trays!" 
laughs Alfie. 
That is all now a distant memory as he 
looks forward to rejoining his good pal on 
stage. 
"The show in itself is great and we have 
honed it down to what we are doing . The 
high spot for me is singing A Thousand 
Years - I love to sing that with Michael." 
They are clearly great friends on stage - the 
chemistry and on stage banter is a major 
part of the show. But do they choose to 
hang out together once the curtain falls? 
"Not if we can help it!" jokes Alfie, adding, 
"No, we do actually. He invited me to Sun-
day dinner once with his family and if we 
are not busy we grab a coffee and dinner." 
Have they plans for future projects togeth-
er? 
"Absolutely! It seems to work and people 
seem to want it and as long as they do we 
will- we're really enjoying ourselves." 

Tickets for Michael Ball and Alfie Boe at 
Stanstead Park are on sale from 
www.livenation.co.uk and 
www.gigsandtours.com 

Southern Daily Echo (Jun 17th 2017) 
Reach: 176,179 



The News (Portsmouth) (Jun 20th 2017) 
Reach: 71,321 



Shropshire Star  (June 20th 2017) 
Reach: 21,473 



Shropshire Star (Jun 20th 2017) 
Reach: 21,473 



Shropshire Star  (June 21st 2017) 
Reach: 21,473 



Shropshire Star  (June 21st 2017) 
Reach: 21,473 



Scarborough News Jun 22nd 2017) 
Reach: 13,191 



York Press (Jun 22nd 2017) 
Reach: 15,428 



The News (Portsmouth) (Jun 22nd 2017) 
Reach: 71,321 

Let me begin with a confession, I only went 

to see Alfie Boe and Michael Ball on their 

Together tour because my mum likes them. 

But from the moment the pair stepped out 

on stage in front of 4,000 people at 

Stansted Park, I was hooked. Backed by an 

orchestra, the ‘bezzie mates’ were a show-

stopping tour de force. 

From the openers Somewhere and Tonight, 

from West Side Story, it was 90 minutes of 

pure joy.  

Boe, the rockstar of the opera world, and 

Ball, the king of the Lloyd-Webber love 

song, were simply fantastic. 

Elvis and Bond medleys had the audience 

on their feet. And my dear mum went weak 

at the knees at Boe’s snake hips. 

There was lots of banter and some really 

beautiful moments.  

When they sang solo – Boe with The Who’s 

Love Reign o’er Me and Ball’s Love Changes 

Everything (from Aspects of Love) it was 

really moving. 

For me, the big swing numbers, Luck Be a 

Lady Tonight and New York, New York, 

were the stand-out pieces. 

And, of course, having both made their 

names in Les Miserables, there wasn’t a dry 

eye in the house when Boe performed 

Bring Him Home. 

Boe and Ball are so slick, such great show-

men, and, best of all, they appeared to be 

having the time of their lives up there on 

stage – which was reflected back at them 

from the audience. 

A truly unforgettable evening. 



Hereford Times (Jun 22nd 2017) 
Reach: 21,425 



East Anglian Daily Times (Jun 22nd 2017) 
Reach: 2,049 



The opera singer is teaming up 

again with the West End star for 

summer shows that bring them to 

Euston Hall, near Thetford, this 

weekend. He tells us about their 

friendship, his love of performing 

outdoors and weird backstage 

rituals. 

“I thought he was a big pain the 

arse really!” laughs Alfie Boe, 

recalling his first meeting with 

Michael Ball. 

They were both performing to-

gether in the ENO’s Kismet at the 

London Coliseum at the time, 

some 10 years ago. And despite his 

initial reaction, and their very 

different personalities — the self-

described “miserable northerner” 

and one-time opera bad boy Boe, 

and the cheeky-chappy West End 

luvvie Ball — the pair struck up a 

lasting friendship. They’re chalk 

and cheese - but it works. 

“Actually we got on pretty well 

from day one to be honest,” the 

tenor says, in his slow Lancashire 

drawl. “Its mutual respect, I think. 

We like each other; we’ve known 

one another a long time now. 

“We started work on that Kismet 

project and very quickly we both 

realised that it wasn’t going to be 

as enjoyable as we initially 

thought. The production team 

abandoned it towards the end of 

the rehearsal period which left 

Mike, myself, and a few other 

people to take up the reins. We 

quickly forged a strong relationship 

and got through it. It was actually 

fun to do in the end, for the 

wrong, but right reasons.” 

Their friendship led to further 

collaborations, including sharing 

the stage at the BBC Proms, but it 

wasn’t until last year that they 

realised a joint-project that they 

had long discussed. 

“About six or seven years ago, 

Michael gave me a call and said 

what do you think about getting 

together and doing a few shows as 

a team, maybe bringing someone 

else on board so they’d be three of 

us,” recalls Alfie.  

“I thought it sounded like a good 

idea but inevitably our diaries 

didn’t work. Then I started a run in 

the West End in Les Misérables. So 

it was probably a couple of years 

ago that I called and said ‘look, 

let’s try again’.” 

The result was their chart-topping 

album Together, the success of 

which has surprised even the pair. 

“It started off as a few shows; then 

a few record companies jumped 

on board and had a bidding war 

going on for us,” he adds. “We 

signed with Decca, did the Togeth-

er album and it went gold, plati-

num, double platinum, sell out 

tours, number one at Christmas, 

it’s been amazing.” 

So amazing that the pair are back 

together this summer for a series 

of outdoor shows, which brings 

them to the glorious surroundings 

of Euston Hall, near Thetford, later 

this month. 

“We excited to be coming because 

we are hitting an area of England 

that we weren’t able to get to with 

the Together shows that we did 

just prior to Christmas,” he said. 

“So we will be playing to people 

who haven’t necessarily seen the 

show. That is very much something 

we are looking forward to, playing 

to some new faces and new 

crowds. We can’t wait.” 

They will be playing songs from 

Together, an eclectic mix of stand-

ards and show tunes including the 

mind blowing Les Misérables Suite, 

which reflects their very different 

backgrounds and musical personal-

ities. 

(continued on next page) 

Alfie Boe back in East Anglia for an outdoor show 
with Michael Ball 
PUBLISHED: 10:10 23 June 2017 | UPDATED: 10:10 23 June 2017 By Simon Parkin 

Eastern Daily Press (June 23rd 2017) 
Reach: 121,697 

mailto:simon.parkin@archant.co.uk


(continued from previous page) 

Alfie grew up in Fleetwood, near 

Blackpool, in a bustling household 

with eight sisters and brothers, and 

gained his love of music from his 

father. “Whether it was country, 

big band, rock, opera or the really 

great singers, he was interested 

and I definitely learned a lot about 

music from him,” he says. 

At 14, he joined an amateur oper-

atic company, encouraged by his 

sister’s promise it would be a good 

way to meet girls. It cemented his 

passion for music and he began 

starring in shows locally. 

When he was 17 he started work at 

the nearby TVR car factory as an 

apprentice mechanic, where he 

would sing as he worked, and 

would perform in clubs in the eve-

nings. 

A client with links to the music 

industry heard him sing by chance 

one day in the factory and persuad-

ed him to try out for the D’Oyly 

Carte Opera Company. He landed a 

job and it led to a scholarship to 

the Royal College of Music in Lon-

don. 

“I don’t class myself as an opera or 

classical singer anymore, just a 

regular singer who sings all differ-

ent styles,” he says. “I think maybe 

because of that I do attract a differ-

ent crowd to people who might not 

usually consider coming to see 

someone classed as an opera sing-

er.” 

After he enrolled on the Royal 

Opera House’s Young Artists Pro-

gramme, Alfie launched his career 

by boldly quitting to star in re-

nowned film maker Baz Luhrmann’s 

production of La Boheme on Broad-

way. Since then his diverse career 

has included starring in Sir Camer-

on Mackintosh’s 25th anniversary 

concert performances of Les Miser-

ables, duetting with Girls Aloud 

singer Kimberley Walsh on the 

Team GB song for the Olympics, 

and he has just appeared in a pro-

duction of Quadrophenia with Pete 

Townsend in America. 

His career reflects his determina-

tion not to be typecast and to fol-

low his own musical tastes such as 

Bob Dylan or Led Zeppelin – he 

once even admitted not being 

terribly fond of watching opera. 

“I don’t like musical snobbery. I 

want to introduce people to new 

styles of music. I don’t see any 

division between different types of 

music.” 

Did he a Michael have any disa-

greements over what songs to 

choose for Together? “There were 

some things that I put my foot 

down and said ‘no I’m not doing 

that’, being a grumpy northerner. 

Likewise there were some that 

Michael wasn’t that sold on until 

we tried them. 

“We brought different things to the 

table, but in a good way. I was 

bringing songs that I thought our 

different voices would work togeth-

er well on. He brought songs that 

he felt I needed to try out. There 

were never any disagreements in a 

major sense. We were very re-

spectful of each others opinions.” 

These days Alfie spends much of his 

time in America where his wife, 

daughter and son, live in Utah. He 

admits being away from them for 

large chunks of the year is a strug-

gle. 

“We FaceTime four or five times a 

day, usually on school drop-off, 

school pick-up, just before they’re 

having their dinner and just before 

I’m going to bed,” he says. 

He is however looking forward to 

this summer’s shows. Having 

played a solo show at Thetford 

Forest in 2012, is there something 

special about performing out-

doors? “Absolutely. Outdoor shows 

can be magical. You can never 

guarantee the weather of course, 

but everyone is always there to 

have a good time. You can defiantly 

feel that and it is different when 

you are on stage. 

“Just playing to the elements is 

exciting. When you are on a stage 

open to the natural environment it 

has a different feel, especially some 

of the venues are so beautiful too. 

Thetford Forest was great. And the 

crowds always have a good time. 

They’re usually drunk at some 

point, so that’s fun!” 

• Michael Ball and Alfie Boe: To-

gether Again, Euston Hall, 

Thetford, June 24, ticket details/

booking on 0844 8440444, 

www.livenation.co.uk 
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REVIEW: 
Michael Ball  
& Alfie Boe 
Eastnor Castle, Hereford On tour until Friday 
 
Some recipes can’t fail. Take two heart-throbs, add old chestnuts, watch everybody buy the album for mum, then book 
the stately homes of England.  
‘This,’ says Michael Ball, ‘is gorgeous.’ The castle, nestling in the trees, is almost as colossal as Alfie Boe’s voice. 
Like a dog and its owner, these two are becoming indistinguishable. Boe brings the firepower, Ball adds finesse, and the 
crowd melts. The set list, alas, has too much Elvis and Sinatra.  
A 007 medley inspires Ball to yell like Adele, and Boe’s take on The Who’s Love Reign O’er Me is somewhat o’erblown. 
They could do with a little less conversation, a little more passion, but on Somewhere, Gethsemane, One Day More and 
You’ll Never Walk Alone, they sparkle like the setting.  
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Are you a superfan of dynamic singing 

duo Michael Ball and Alfie Boe?  

Have you following their career highlights 

on stage and in film over the years? 

As Lincoln Castle prepares to welcome 

them to shows on Sunday, June 25, we 

want you to test your knowledge of the 

popular British songsters. 

Did you know Michael Ball represented 

the UK in Eurovision? 

Did you know Alfie Boe appeared on a 

Friday night TV show? 

Try our quiz. 



'Biblical'weather hits Alfie Boe and  
Michael Boe open air concert 
TORRENTIAL rain and wintry temperatures did not stop Michael Ball and Alfie Boe deliver a stunning 

performance at a weather-hit Scarborough Open Air Theatre. 

Thousands of hardy fans donned ponchos and rain macs on Wednesday evening as the nation's fa-

vourite musical theatre star and the UK's 

most beloved tenor took to the stage to prove ‘Biblical' weather conditions were not going to stop 

them. Speaking on the Chris Evans Radio 2 Breakfast Show today Michael said: "Our show in Scar-

borough was unbelievable 

"I have done plenty of open air gigs before when it was raining but this was Biblical. It was freezing, 

you could see your own breath... and I loved every minute! 

"There was talk about it (cancelling the show due to the weather) when we got there. But you have a 

crowd who have turned up, they are waiting for you to come on, they've got Kagools, so it's our 

moral duty to go on and do it! One would never do anything which risks anyone's safety but if you're 

just going to get a bit wet then (you go on). 

"I will never forget this night and I doubt the people who were there will – it was truly memorable." 

Michael and Alfie – who are currently playing to huge crowds at some of the UK's most beautiful 

outdoor venues – performed a fantastic setat Scarborough including tracks from their Double-

Platinum selling album Together as well as many favourites from their celebrated stageand recording 

careers. 

They ended last night's set with a wonderful rendition of You'll Never Walk Alone – a perfectly fitting 

song for a night that will live long in the memory. 

Michael and Alfie now play The Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich, on Friday evening. 

Pop legend Cliff Richard takes to the stage at Scarborough Open Air Theatre tonight will be fol-

lowed on Friday by UB40 ft Ali Campbell, Astro and Mickey Virtue, then George Benson on Satur-
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