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BBC NEWS (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 1,772,648 (online) 

Morecambe and Wise 
statue to be unveiled in 
Blackpool 
 

A statue of comedy legends Morecambe and  
Wise will be unveiled in their "spiritual home"  
of Blackpool in October. 
 
It will mark the 75th anniversary of their debut perfor-
mance as a double act at Liverpool's Empire Theatre 
in 1941. 
The 8ft bronzed sculpture has been designed by Graham Ibbeson, who made the statue of Eric in the come-
dian's hometown of Morecambe in 1999. 

Eric's widow Joan said: "It will be a day that will live with us 
forever." 
Speaking on behalf of herself and Wise's widow Doreen, she 
added: "We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both 
Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many hap-
py memories of from all the many shows the boys performed 
there over the years." 
The comedians appeared in more than 1,000 shows in the 
seaside town. 
Mr Ibbeson said: "I am delighted to have brought the boys 
back together so the nation can see them as they should be - 
Eric and Ernie alongside one another." 
The £75,000 statue, which has been funded by donations, will 
be unveiled at Blackpool's Winter Gardens on 14 October. 

Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise 

The popular double act started their 43-year-long partnership by per-
forming in variety theatres. 
After an unsuccessful TV debut in 1954, they honed their skills on 
stage before making popular shows on the BBC and ITV. 
Their Christmas specials were a highlight of the festive period, 
attracting more than 27 million viewers in 1977. 
Guest stars included The Beatles, Shirley Bassey, Glenda Jackson, 
André Previn and Des O'Connor. 
Eric died in 1984 after a heart attack, while Ernie died in 1999. 
 



Blackpool Gazette (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 66,446 (print and online) 



Blackpool Gazette (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 66,646 (print and online) 



Blackpool Gazette (Sep 28th 2016) 
Continued from previous page 



Daily Telegraph (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 1,197,413 (online) 

Morecambe and Wise statue to be unveiled in Black-
pool at their 'spiritual home' 
 
Morecambe and Wise are to be  
celebrated with the unveiling of the 
first statue of both members of the 
comedy double act. 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue 
of Eric Morecambe and Ernie 
Wisewas commissioned to mark the 
75th anniversary of them first ap-
pearing on stage together in 1941. 
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will 
take up residence in the domed en-
trance of Blackpool's Winter Gar-
dens – dubbed their "spiritual home" 
by those closest to them. 
They performed more than 1,000 
times in the seaside town during 
their career, and Morecambe's wid-
ow Joan said the unveiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise's widow, "never expected to happen". 
"It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen 
was equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010," she said. 
"We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy  
memories of, from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. 
"It will be a day that will live with us forever." 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a  
representative from Wise's family. 
Mr Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is "delighted to have 
brought the boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be". 
He said: "Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and 
Ernie's families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
"Eric and Ernie's families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful 
lot. 
"I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come." 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment  
complex. 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a "fitting location" for the "long 
overdue tribute to these two comedy greats". 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comedy/comedians/eric-morecambe-jokes/Eric-Morecome-Ernie-Wise/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comedy/comedians/eric-morecambe-jokes/Eric-Morecome-Ernie-Wise/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/united-kingdom/england/lancashire/articles/Blackpool-museum-to-celebrate-the-Las-Vegas-of-Lancashire/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/united-kingdom/england/lancashire/articles/Blackpool-museum-to-celebrate-the-Las-Vegas-of-Lancashire/


Metro (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 781,678 (online) 

Comedy legends 
Morecambe and 
Wise are getting 
their own statue 
in Blackpool 

British comedy legends Eric Morecambe 
and Ernie Wise are set to be immortalised in statue form in their ‘spiritual home’ of Blackpool next 
month. 
 
The eight-foot high sculpture of the comedic duo will be unveiled at the town’s Winter Gardens on 
October 14 – to mark the 75th anniversary of their first appearance on stage as a double act in 1941. 
 
The duo made their debut at the Empire Theatre in Liverpool that year, although went on to be syn-
onymous with Blackpool, performing there as a duo over 1,000 times. 
 
The statue will be unveiled by Morecambe’s widow Joan, his son Gary and daughter Gail, as well as a 
representative from Ernie Wise’s family. 
 
‘We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we 
have so many happy memories of, from all the many shows the boys performed there over the 
years,’ Mrs Morecambe said. 
‘It will be a day that will live with us forever.’ 
 
It’s not the first time that Eric and Ernie have been recreated in statue form – as they’ve also been 
immortalised in their home towns. 
 
A statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe back in 1999, while a statue of Ernie 
stands in Morley, West Yorkshire, where it was unveiled by his widow Doreen in 2010. 
 
Graham Ibbeson, who designed the original Morecambe statue, said: ‘I am delighted to have brought 
the boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be – Eric and Ernie alongside one 
another.’ 



 
BACK IN BLACK Morecambe  
and Wise to be honoured in 
‘spiritual home’ of Blackpool  
as first statue of comedy icons 
together will be unveiled 
 
COMEDY icons Morecambe and Wise are to be honoured in their ‘spiritual home’ 
of Blackpool as the first statue of the pair is unveiled. 

The eight-foot tall bronze was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of them 
first appearing on stage together in 1941. 

It will sit in the entrance to the seaside resort’s Winter Gardens – where they per-
formed more than 1,000 times. 

Morecambe’s widow Joan said the unveiling is a day she and Wise’s widow Doreen 
“never expected to happen”. 

She said: “It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town 
of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally delighted when the statue of 
Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010. 

“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memories of, from all the 
many shows the boys performed there over the years. 

“It will be a day that will live with us forever.” 

The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Joan, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representative from Wise’s family. 

Sculptor Graham Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”. 

He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s families agree their 
spiritual home is Blackpool. 

“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 

“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 

The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment complex. 

Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue tribute to these two 
comedy greats”. 

Sun Online (Sep 28th
 2016) 

Reach: 610,987 (online) 



Daily Express (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 547,748 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - 
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
MORECAMBE AND WISE will be celebrated with the unveiling 
of the first statue of both members of the comedy double act. 

The eight feet tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie 
Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of them first appearing on stage together in 1941.  

Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool's Winter Gardens - dubbed their "spiritual 
home" by those closest to them.  

They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Mr Morecambe's widow Joan said the unveiling is a 
day she and Doreen, Mr Wise's widow, "never expected to happen".  

"It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally delighted 
when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010," she said.  

"We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memories of from 
all the many shows the boys performed there over the years.  

"It will be a day that will live with us forever." 

The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representative from Mr 
Wise's family.   

Mr Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Mr Morecambe in his home town, said that he is "delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be".  

He said: "Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie's families agree 
their spiritual home is Blackpool.  

"Eric and Ernie's families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. I feel sure it will 
become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come."  

The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been given to the coastal entertainment complex.  

Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said that Winter Gardens was a "fitting location" for the "long overdue tribute to 
these two comedy greats".  



Yahoo! UK and Ireland (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 1,236,920 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - statue of 
Morecambe and Wise to be 
unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the first stat-
ue of both members of the comedy double act.  
 
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed en-
trance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their “spiritual home” by 
those closest to them. 

They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their 
career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the unveiling is a day she and 
Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 

“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town 
of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally delighted when the 
statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in 
Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the 
years. It will be a day that will live with us forever.” 

The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a repre-
sentative from Wise’s family. 

The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and 
Ernie’s families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 

“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful 
lot. 

“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 

The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment 
complex. 

Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long over-
due tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



ITV.com Sep (28th 2016) 
Reach: 448,876 (online) 

First statue of  
Morecambe and 
Wise to be unveiled 
Comedy duo Morecambe and Wise will be 
celebrated with the unveiling of the first 
statue of them together. 

The eight foot bronze statue coincides with 
the 75th anniversary of Eric Morecambe and 
Ernie Wise first appearing on stage together - in 1941. 

The unveiling will take place in the domed entrance of Blackpool's Winter Gardens, as it was dubbed their 
"spiritual home" by their closes friends. 

They performed more than 1,000 times in the town throughout their career, with Morecambe's widow Joan 
saying it was a day she - and Wise's widow Doreen - "never expected to happen". 

“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know 
Doreen was equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010. 

“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many 
happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will 
live with us forever.” 

- JOAN MORECAMBE 

He added: "Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both 
Eric and Ernie's families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 

"Eric and Ernie's families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means 
an awful lot. 

"I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come." 



BT.com (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 412,452 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - 
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
 

An eight foot tall bronzed statue has been 
commissioned to celebrate the comedy duo. 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with 
the unveiling of the first statue of both members of the comedy double act.  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – 
dubbed their “spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan 
said the unveiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know 
Doreen was equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she 
said. 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so 
many happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. 
“It will be a day that will live with us forever.” 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and 
a representative from Wise’s family. 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anni-
versary of them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have 
brought the boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both 
Eric and Ernie’s families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved 
right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal enter-
tainment complex. 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the 
“long overdue tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



Radio Wave (Sep 28th 2016) 
Broadcast & online 

 
Blackpool to get 
Morecambe and 
Wise statue 
 

The first ever statue celebrating comedy  
double act Morecambe and Wise will be  
unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens next 
month. 
 
Renowned sculptor Graham Ibbeson has completed work on the  8ft tall bronzed statue which has been commissioned to mark the 75than-
niversary of Eric and Ernie first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Its permanent home will be the domed entrance to the Winter Gardens in the heart of Blackpool – dubbed Morecambe and Wise’s 
“spiritual home” by those closest to the legendary double act. Eric and Ernie performed in Blackpool more than 1,000 times in their illustri-
ous career. 
 
It will be unveiled on FRIDAY OCTOBER 14TH at 11AM by Eric’s widow Joan, alongside eldest son Gary and daughter Gail together with a 
representative from Ernie’s family. They will be joined on the day by many friends and fans of Morecambe and Wise. 
 
Eric Morecambe’s widow Joan said, on behalf of herself and Doreen Wise (Ernie’s widow):"This is a day which Doreen and I never expected 
to happen. It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally 
delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010.  
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memories of from 
all the many shows the boys performed there over the years.  It will be a day that will live with us forever." 
 
The new statue of the double act, which cost £75,000 and has been funded through donations, has been gifted to Blackpool Winter Gar-
dens. 
 
Graham Ibbeson, who previously sculpted the now famous statue of Eric in the comedian’s hometown of Morecambe in 1999, said: “I am 
delighted to have brought the boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be – Eric and Ernie alongside one another. 
 
“Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s families agree their 
spiritual home is Blackpool. Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an 
awful lot. I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
 
Eric and Ernie entertained hundreds of thousands of people during their many years in Blackpool, playing at seven theatres, six summer 
seasons and a starring role in the 1955 Royal Variety Performance at the Winter Gardens. 
 
Michael Williams, Winter Gardens Managing Director, said: “The statue is wonderful and we cannot wait to see it unveiled at the entrance 
of the Winter Gardens where Morecambe and Wise performed so many times in their career. This will be a permanent tribute to the na-
tion’s favourite comedy double act which I am sure fans from around the world will want to come and see. 
 
“Graham has done a wonderful job and we cannot thank him enough for all his hard work together with the families of Eric and Ernie who 
decided Blackpool – the boys’ spiritual home – was the fitting location for this long overdue tribute to these two comedy greats.” 



Belfast Telegraph (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 20,445 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - 
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the  
unveiling of the first statue of both members of the  
comedy double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the un-
veiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



Herald Scotland (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 328,767 (online) 

 

Morecambe and Wise 
to be unveiled in 
Blackpool 
 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the first 
statue of both members of the comedy double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed en-
trance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their “spiritual home” by 
those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their 
career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the unveiling is a day she and 
Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town 
of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally delighted when 
the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she 
said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memo-
ries of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forever.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representative 
from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of them 
first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment complex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue trib-
ute to these two comedy greats”. 



Irish Independent Sep 28th 2016 
Reach: 506,838 (online) 

Bring me sunshine -  
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of 
the first statue of both members of the comedy double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the 
domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed 
their “spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town 
during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the 
unveiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never ex-
pected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his 
home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in 
Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric 
and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed 
there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us for-
ever.” 

 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 



The Bay (Sep 28th 2016) 
Broadcast & online 

 
Blackpool to get Morecambe and Wise statue 
 

The first ever statue celebrating comedy  
double act Morecambe and Wise will be  
unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens next month. 
 
Renowned sculptor Graham Ibbeson has completed work on the  8ft tall bronzed 
statue which has been commissioned to mark the 75thanniversary of Eric and Ernie 
first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Its permanent home will be the domed entrance to the Winter Gardens in the heart 
of Blackpool – dubbed Morecambe and Wise’s “spiritual home” by those closest to 
the legendary double act. Eric and Ernie performed in Blackpool more than 1,000 
times in their illustrious career. 
 
It will be unveiled on FRIDAY OCTOBER 14TH at 11AM by Eric’s widow Joan, alongside 
eldest son Gary and daughter Gail together with a representative from Ernie’s family. 
They will be joined on the day by many friends and fans of Morecambe and Wise. 
 
Eric Morecambe’s widow Joan said, on behalf of herself and Doreen Wise (Ernie’s 
widow):"This is a day which Doreen and I never expected to happen. It was so ex-
citing when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 
and I know Doreen was equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in 
Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010.  
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a 
town that we have so many happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years.  It will be a day that will 
live with us forever." 
 
The new statue of the double act, which cost £75,000 and has been funded through donations, has been gifted to Blackpool Winter Gar-
dens. 
 
Graham Ibbeson, who previously sculpted the now famous statue of Eric in the comedian’s hometown of Morecambe in 1999, said: “I am 
delighted to have brought the boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be – Eric and Ernie alongside one another. 
 
“Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s families agree their 
spiritual home is Blackpool. Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an 
awful lot. I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
 
Eric and Ernie entertained hundreds of thousands of people during their many years in Blackpool, playing at seven theatres, six summer 
seasons and a starring role in the 1955 Royal Variety Performance at the Winter Gardens. 
 
Michael Williams, Winter Gardens Managing Director, said: “The statue is wonderful and we cannot wait to see it unveiled at the entrance 
of the Winter Gardens where Morecambe and Wise performed so many times in their career. This will be a permanent tribute to the na-
tion’s favourite comedy double act which I am sure fans from around the world will want to come and see. 
 
“Graham has done a wonderful job and we cannot thank him enough for all his hard work together with the families of Eric and Ernie who 
decided Blackpool – the boys’ spiritual home – was the fitting location for this long overdue tribute to these two comedy greats.” 



Isle of Man Newspapers (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 9,895 (online) 

Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling 
of the first statue of both members of the comedy double 
act. 
 Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the 
domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed 
their “spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town 
during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the 
unveiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never 
expected to happen”. 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his 
home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in 
Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric 
and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed 
there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us 
forever.” 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs More-
cambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a repre-
sentative from Wise’s family. 

The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and 
Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary 
of them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of More-
cambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have  
brought the boys back together so the nation can see them 
as they should be”.  
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double  
act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric  
and Ernie’s families agree their spiritual home is  
Blackpool. 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through 
the process and they love the statue which means an awful 
lot. 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved 
attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through 
donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment 
complex. 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said 
Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 

Morecambe and Wise to be unveiled in Blackpool 



Jersey Evening Post (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 24,820 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - statue of 
Morecambe and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the first 
statue of both members of the comedy double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed en-
trance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their “spiritual home” by 
those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their 
career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the unveiling is a day she and 
Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town 
of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally delighted when 
the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she 
said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in 
Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the 
years. It will be a day that will live with us forever.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



News & Star (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 20,048 (online) 

Morecambe and Wise to be unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the first statue of both members of the comedy double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the un-
veiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs 
Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, 
and a representative from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and 
Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of More-
cambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have 
brought the boys back together so the nation can see 
them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double 
act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric 
and Ernie’s families agree their spiritual home is Black-
pool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right 
through the process and they love the statue which 
means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-
loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded 
through donations, has been gifted to the coastal enter-
tainment complex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, 
said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long 
overdue tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



North West Evening Mail (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 18,262 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - 
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveil-
ing of the first statue of both members of the comedy 
double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the un-
veiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



Oxford Mail (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 28,874 (online) 

Statue of Morecambe and Wise to be unveiled  
 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the first statue of both members of the comedy double act.  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the unveiling is 
a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was equally 
delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy memories of 
from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forever.” 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representative 
from Wise’s family. 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of them first 
appearing on stage together in 1941. 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the boys 
back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s families 
agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment complex. 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue tribute 
to these two comedy greats”. 



Sheffield Star Sep 28th 2016 
Reach: 147,284 (online) 

Statue of Morecambe and 
Wise to be unveiled in 
Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the 
first statue of both members of the comedy double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the 
domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during 
their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the unveiling is a 
day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



Sunday Post (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 14,196 (online) 

Statue of Morecambe and Wise to be 
unveiled in Blackpool 
 

Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveiling of the first statue of both members of the come-
dy double act. 
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the un-
veiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 



Express & Star (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 193,416 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - 
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveil-
ing of the first statue of both members of the comedy 
double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the un-
veiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



STV.tv (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 13,852 (online) 

First statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be unveiled  
 
The bronze statue coincides with the 75th anniversary of the 
duo first appearing on stage together. 
 
Comedy duo Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with 
the unveiling of the first statue of them together. 
 
The eight foot bronze statue coincides with the 75th anniver-
sary of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise first appearing on 
stage together - in 1941. 
 
The unveiling will take place in the domed entrance of Black-
pool's Winter Gardens, as it was dubbed their "spiritual 
home" by their closes friends. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the town through-
out their career, with Morecambe's widow Joan saying it was 

a day she - and Wise's widow Doreen - "never expected to happen". 
 
It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know 
Doreen was equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010. We 
never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many 
happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will 
live with us forever. 
Joan Morecambe  
 
The sculpture, which cost £75,000 to make and funded through donations, will be unveiled by Mrs More-
cambe, their eldest son Gary, daughter Gail, and a representative of the Wise family, on October 14. 
 
It was sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, who said he was "delighted to have brought the boys back together so the 
nation can see them as they should be". 
 
He added: "Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both 
Eric and Ernie's families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
"Eric and Ernie's families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means 
an awful lot. 
 
"I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come." 



Yorkshire Evening Post (Sep 28th 2016) 
Reach: 35,700 (online) 

Bring me sunshine - 
statue of Morecambe 
and Wise to be  
unveiled in Blackpool 
Morecambe and Wise will be celebrated with the unveil-
ing of the first statue of both members of the comedy 
double act. 
  
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it will take up residence in the domed entrance of Blackpool’s Winter Gardens – dubbed their 
“spiritual home” by those closest to them. 
 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the seaside town during their career, and Morecambe’s widow Joan said the un-
veiling is a day she and Doreen, Wise’s widow, “never expected to happen”. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 1999 and I know Doreen was 
equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010,” she said. 
 
“We never dreamt of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town that we have so many happy 
memories of from all the many shows the boys performed there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forev-
er.” 
 
The sculpture will be unveiled on October 14 by Mrs Morecambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representa-
tive from Wise’s family. 
 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of 
them first appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Ibbeson, who also previously created the statue of Morecambe in his home town, said he is “delighted to have brought the 
boys back together so the nation can see them as they should be”.  
 
He said: “Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double act to have ever graced British TV screens and both Eric and Ernie’s 
families agree their spiritual home is Blackpool. 
 
“Eric and Ernie’s families have been involved right through the process and they love the statue which means an awful lot. 
 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.” 
The new statue, which cost £75,000 and was funded through donations, has been gifted to the coastal entertainment com-
plex. 
 
Managing director of the historic site, Michael Williams, said Winter Gardens was a “fitting location” for the “long overdue 
tribute to these two comedy greats”. 



Birmingham Mail (Sep 29th 2016) 
Reach: 20,545 (print) 



Birmingham Mail (Sep 29th 2016) 
Reach: 20,545 (print) 



Statue of Eric Morecambe 
and Ernie Wise by Graham 
Ibbeson to be unveiled at 
Blackpool's Winter Gardens 
The first ever statue celebrating the nation’s favourite 
comedy double act Morecambe and Wise will be un-
veiled at Blackpool’s world famous Winter Gardens 
next month. 
 
Renowned sculptor Graham Ibbeson has completed 
work on the stunning 8ft tall bronzed statue, which 
has been commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary 
of Eric and Ernie first appearing on stage together in 
1941. 
 
Its permanent home will be the spectacular domed entrance to the Winter Gardens in the 
heart of Blackpool – dubbed Morecambe and Wise’s 'spiritual home' by those closest to the 
legendary double act. Eric and Ernie performed in Blackpool more than 1,000 times in their 
illustrious career. 
 
This wonderful new statue will be unveiled on Friday Octovber 14 at 11am by Eric’s widow 
Joan, alongside eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, together with a representative from Er-
nie’s family. They will be joined on the day by many friends and fans of Morecambe and 
Wise. 
 
Joan said, on behalf of herself and Doreen Wise (Ernie’s widow): "This is a day which Doreen 
and I never expected to happen. 
 
“It was so exciting when the statue of Eric was unveiled in his home town of Morecambe in 
1999 and I know Doreen was equally delighted when the statue of Ernie was unveiled in 
Morley, West Yorkshire, in 2010. 
 
“We never dreamed of seeing a statue unveiled to both Eric and Ernie in Blackpool, a town 
that we have so many happy memories of from all the many shows the boys performed 
there over the years. It will be a day that will live with us forever." 

Westmorland Gazette (Sep 29th 2016) 
Reach: 17,518 (print) 



Lancaster Guardian (Sep 29th 2016) 
Reach: 9,578 (print) 



Press & Journal (Sep 29th 2016) 
Reach: 63,796 (print) 



Barnsley Chronicle (Sep 30th 2016) 
Reach: 23,506 (print) 



Blackpool Gazette (Oct 1st2016) 
Reach: 66,446 (print and online) 



British Theatre Guide (Oct 2nd 2016) 
Reach: 6,193 (online) 

Morecambe & Wise statue for Blackpool 

David Upton 

2nd October, 2016 
A new tribute to comedy great Morecambe & Wise will be unveiled at Black-
pool’s Winter Gardens on October 14. 

The 8ft bronzed statue has been created by sculptor Graham Ibbeson and will 
be permanently situated in the foyer in the heart of Blackpool—the town re-
garded as the double act’s "spiritual home" by their families who will attend 
the unveiling. 

The statue celebrates the 75th anniversary of Eric & Ernie first appearing to-
gether on stage. 

http://www.britishtheatreguide.info/users/136


Morecambe Visitor (Oct 4th 2016) 
Reach: 7,958 (print) 



The Sunday Post (Oct 9th 2016) 
Reach: 158,156 (print) 



Yorkshire Post (Oct 10th 2016) 
Reach: 26,491 (print) 



Blackpool Gazette (Oct 11th 2016) 
Reach: 66,446 (print and online) 



Daily Express (Oct 12th  2016) 
Reach: 422,440 (print) 547,748 (online) 



Daily Express (Oct 12th 2016) 
Continued from previous page 



ITV.com (Oct 14th 2016) 
Reach: 448,876 (web) 

 
Morecambe and 
Wise statue to be 
unveiled 
 
A new statue to Morecambe and 
Wise is being unveiled in Blackpool. 
Its the first statue to both members 
of the comedy double act, comple-
menting the statue to Eric in his 
home town of Morecambe. 
The eight foot tall bronzed statue of 
the pair was commissioned to mark 
the 75th anniversary of them first ap-
pearing on stage together in 1941. 
It was sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, 
and will take up residence in the 
domed entrance of Blackpool's Win-
ter Gardens - dubbed their "spiritual 
home" by those closest to them. 
Eric Morecambe's widow Joan will be 
present for the ceremony in the town where they performed more than 1,000 times in the 
seaside. 



5 Live Breakfast Show (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

 07/12/2016 
 
Nicky Campbell and Rachel Burden with news from the UK and 
around the world. Plus sport, interviews, topical debates, travel, 
weather and business.  
They talk to Graham Ibbeson, the sculptor behind the new More-
cambe and Wise statue in Blackpool today. 



ITV Evening News (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

ITV Reporter Damon Green joins the families of Eric 
Morecambe and Ernie Wise as a statue celebrating the 
comedy greats was unveiled at their “spiritual home” 
of Blackpool. 



5 News (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

  

ANGELA RIPPON TALKS ABOUT 
HER LOVE OF ERIC AND ERNIE  
AS A NEW STATUE TO THE  
COMEDY LEGENDS IS UNVEILED  
AT BLACKPOOL WINTER GARDENS 



SKY News (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

New tribute to Morecambe and Wise  
is unveiled in Blackpool 

 
14:48, UK, Friday 14 October 2016 

Comedy duo Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise have been celebrated with 
an eight foot bronze statue. 



BBC Radio Lancashire (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

BBC Radio Lancashire’s Nishma Hindocha joins 
the crowds and families of comedy legends  
Morecambe and Wise as a statue celebrating the 
double act’s first appearance on stage together is 
unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens 



BBC North West Today/Tonight (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

Crowds gather as Morecambe and 
Wise statue is unveiled in Blackpool 



Daily Express (Oct 14th 2016) 
Reach: 547,748 (online) 

Morecambe and 
Wise's Blackpool 
statue unveiled to 
mark pair's first 
stage appearance 
ERIC and Ernie brought sunshine back to 
Blackpool’s Winter Gardens today with 
the first ever statue to celebrate More-
cambe and Wise. 

The £75,000, 8ft sculpture was commissioned to mark the 75th anniversary of the pair first appearing on stage 
together in 1941 and was unveiled by Eric’s widow Joan, eldest son Gary, daughter Gail and a member of Er-
nie’s family .  

The bronze sits in the domed entrance of the seaside venue – dubbed their “spiritual home”.  
They performed more than 1,000 times in the town during their 43-year partnership. 

Afterwards Joan said: “I’m thrilled with the way the scultpture has turned out. I hope a lot of people get pleas-
ure from seeing it.”  

Gail said: “It was all very emotional. I was taken aback. The likeness is fantastic and it’s wonderful that they are 
in this venue.”  

The statue was created by artist Graham Ibbeson who also made the statue of Eric for the prom in his home 
town of Morecambe, Lancashire.  

He said: “Morecambe and Wise were the greatest double act ever to grace British TV and both their families 
agree Blackpool is their spiritual home. They love the statue which means an awful lot.   

“I feel sure it will become a popular and much-loved attraction in Blackpool for generations to come.”  

The managing director of the Winter Gardens, Michael Williams, said the setting was a “fitting location” for the 
“long overdue tribute to these two comedy greats”.  

Eric Bartholomew and Ernest Wiseman, as they were first known, met as teenagers in 1939 at a talent contest 
in Blackpool. Morecambe won it.  

The Morecambe and Wise Show – with its trademark song Bring Me Sunshine – was one of the most successful 
TV programmes of all time.  Eric died of a heart attack in 1984. Ernie moved to Florida and died in 1999. 



BBC NEWS ONLINE (Oct 14th 2016) 
Reach: 1,772,648 (online) 



ITV.com Oct 14th 2016 
Reach: 448,876 (web) 

Families of Eric and 
Ernie help unveil 
statue of comedy 
duo in Blackpool 
The sculpture was unveiled 
by Joan Morecambe, their 
eldest son Gary and daughter Gail, and a representative from Wise's 
family.  
The eight-foot bronze sculpture was commissioned to mark the 75th 
anniversary of their first stage appearance together in 1941.  
Morecambe and Wise played in Blackpool more than a thousand 
times and today a statue of them was unveiled at the famous Winter 
Gardens. 
Here's Victoria Grimes report 



ITV Granada Reports Oct 14th 2016 
Broadcast 

Families of Eric and Ernie help unveil  
statue of comedy duo in Blackpool 

The sculpture was unveiled by Joan More-
cambe, their eldest son Gary and daughter 
Gail, and a representative from Wise's family. 
The eight-foot bronze sculpture was commis-
sioned to mark the 75th anniversary of their 
first stage appearance together in 1941. 
Sculpted by Graham Ibbeson, it took up resi-
dence in the domed entrance of Blackpool's 
Winter Gardens - dubbed their "spiritual home" 
by those closest to them. 
They performed more than 1,000 times in the 
seaside town during their career, and More-
cambe's widow Joan said the unveiling is a day 

she and Doreen, Wise's widow, "never expected 
to happen". 
Morecambe and Wise are the greatest double 
act to have ever graced British TV screens and 
both Eric and Ernie's families agree their spiritu-
al home is Blackpool. 
GRAHAM IBBESON, SCULPTOR said: "Eric and 
Ernie's families have been involved right 
through the process and they love the statue 
which means an awful lot. 
“I feel sure it will become a hugely popular and 
much-loved attraction in Blackpool for genera-
tions to come." 



Granada Reports (Oct 14th 2016) 
Broadcast 

 
Families of Eric and 
Ernie help unveil 
statue of comedy 
duo in Blackpool 
The sculpture was unveiled 
by Joan Morecambe, their 
eldest son Gary and daugh-
ter Gail, and a representative from Wise's family.  
The eight-foot bronze sculpture was commissioned to mark the 75th 
anniversary of their first stage appearance together in 1941.  
Morecambe and Wise played in Blackpool more than a thousand 
times and today a statue of them was unveiled at the famous Winter 
Gardens. 
Here's Victoria Grimes report 



BT.com (Oct 14th 2016) 
Reach: 412,452 (web) 

Blackpool honours Morecambe and Wise 75 years 
after first stage appearance 
Comedy duo Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise have been celebrated with an eight foot (2.4 me-
tres) bronze statue. 
The £75,000 sculpture was unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens on Friday by family mem-
bers of the double act who performed in the seaside town more than 1,000 times during their 
career. 
Created by sculptor Graham Ibbeson, the statue was commissioned to celebrate the 75th anni-
versary of Morecambe and Wise first appearing on stage together. 
Eric’s son, Gary, said his father would have been “gobsmacked” by the idea of a statue. 
Gary added: “Blackpool was Eric and Ernie’s spiritual home, their careers really took off here, 
and to see them together again in this wonderful tribute is fantastic. 
“Graham is a brilliant artist and the likeness to my father and Ernie is stunning. I am sure fans of 
Eric and Ernie, indeed everyone who sees it, will get a big thrill out of it. 
“The fact it is here in Blackpool would have been a huge thing for both Eric and Ernie as it is a 
town they had so much success in and affection for.” 



AOL UK (Oct 14th 2016) 
Reach: 110,756 (web) 

Blackpool honours Morecambe and Wise 75 
years after first stage appearance 
 
Comedy duo Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise have been celebrated with an eight foot (2.4 
metres) bronze statue. 
The £75,000 sculpture was unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens on Friday by family mem-
bers of the double act who performed in the seaside town more than 1,000 times during 
their career. 
Created by sculptor Graham Ibbeson, the statue was commissioned to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of Morecambe and Wise first appearing on stage together. 
Eric’s son, Gary, said his father would have been “gobsmacked” by the idea of a statue. 
Gary added: “Blackpool was Eric and Ernie’s spiritual home, their careers really took off here, 
and to see them together again in this wonderful tribute is fantastic. 
“Graham is a brilliant artist and the likeness to my father and Ernie is stunning. I am sure 
fans of Eric and Ernie, indeed everyone who sees it, will get a big thrill out of it. 
“The fact it is here in Blackpool would have been a huge thing for both Eric and Ernie as it is 
a town they had so much success in and affection for.” 



Daily Express (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 422,440 



i Paper (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 297,453 (print) 



Press & Journal (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 63,796 (print) 



The Courier (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 47,713 (print) 



Lancashire Evening Post (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 11,632 (print) 53,503 (web) 



Blackpool Gazette (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 66,446 (print and online) 



Blackpool Gazette (Oct 15th 2016) 
Continued from previous page 



Eastern Daily Press (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 36,605 (print) 



Yahoo! UK & Ireland (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 1,236,920 (web) 

Blackpool honours 
Morecambe and 
Wise 75 years 
after first stage  
appearance 
 
Comedy duo Eric Morecambe and 
Ernie Wise have been celebrated 
with an eight foot (2.4 metres) 
bronze statue. 

The £75,000 sculpture was unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens on Friday by family mem-
bers of the double act who performed in the seaside town more than 1,000 times during 
their career. 

Created by sculptor Graham Ibbeson, the statue was commissioned to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of Morecambe and Wise first appearing on stage together. 

Eric’s son, Gary, said his father would have been “gobsmacked” by the idea of a statue. 
Gary added: “Blackpool was Eric and Ernie’s spiritual home, their careers really took off here, 
and to see them together again in this wonderful tribute is fantastic. 

“Graham is a brilliant artist and the likeness to my father and Ernie is stunning. I am sure 
fans of Eric and Ernie, indeed everyone who sees it, will get a big thrill out of it. 

“The fact it is here in Blackpool would have been a huge thing for both Eric and Ernie as it is 
a town they had so much success in and affection for.” 



Yorkshire Post Oct 15th 2016 
Reach: ???????? 

Blackpool honours Morecambe and Wise 
75 years after first stage appearance 
 
Comedy duo Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise have been celebrated with an eight foot (2.4 
metres) bronze statue. 
The £75,000 sculpture was unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens on Friday by family mem-
bers of the double act who performed in the seaside town more than 1,000 times during 
their career. 
Created by sculptor Graham Ibbeson, the statue was commissioned to celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of Morecambe and Wise first appearing on stage together. 
Eric’s son, Gary, said his father would have been “gobsmacked” by the idea of a statue. 
Gary added: “Blackpool was Eric and Ernie’s spiritual home, their careers really took off here, 
and to see them together again in this wonderful tribute is fantastic. 
“Graham is a brilliant artist and the likeness to my father and Ernie is stunning. I am sure fans 
of Eric and Ernie, indeed everyone who sees it, will get a big thrill out of it. 
“The fact it is here in Blackpool would have been a huge thing for both Eric and Ernie as it is a 
town they had so much success in and affection for.” 



Lancaster Guardian (Oct 15th 2016) 
Reach: 13,576 (web) 
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Blackpool honours Morecambe and Wise 75 years after 
first stage appearance 

Comedy duo Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise have been celebrated with an 
eight foot (2.4 metres) bronze statue 
The £75,000 sculpture was unveiled at Blackpool’s Winter Gardens on Friday by 
family members of the double act who performed in the seaside town more than 
1,000 times during their career. 
Created by sculptor Graham Ibbeson, the statue was commissioned to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of Morecambe and Wise first appearing on stage together. 
Eric’s son, Gary, said his father would have been “gobsmacked” by the idea of a 
statue. 
Gary added: “Blackpool was Eric and Ernie’s spiritual home, their careers really 
took off here, and to see them together again in this wonderful tribute is fantas-
tic. 
“Graham is a brilliant artist and the likeness to my father and Ernie is stunning. I 
am sure fans of Eric and Ernie, indeed everyone who sees it, will get a big thrill 
out of it. 
“The fact it is here in Blackpool would have been a huge thing for both Eric and 
Ernie as it is a town they had so much success in and affection for.” 



Western Daily Press (Oct 17th 2016) 
Reach: 22,266 (print) 



Express & Star (Oct 17th 2016) 
Reach: 27,475 (print and web) 



Q Local (Oct 17th 2016) 
Reach: 5,697 (web) 

Morecambe and 
Wise bring sunshine 
to Blackpool!  
Created by renowned sculptor Gra-
ham Ibbeson the 8ft tall bronzed stat-
ue was commissioned to mark the 
75th anniversary of Eric and Ernie first 
appearing on stage together in 1941. 
 
Michael Williams, Winter Gardens Managing Director, said: “We are delighted to host this 
fabulous tribute to Morecambe and Wise here in their spiritual home of Blackpool.  
 
“Eric and Ernie performed in Blackpool more than 1,000 times during their career and lots 
of people will have fond memories of seeing them on stage here.  
 
“They were adored by the British public so it is only fitting this is a public unveiling. More-
cambe and Wise hold such a special place in the hearts of comedy lovers everywhere.”  
 
The statue, which has been funded through donations of £75,000, has gone on permanent 
display in the spectacular domed entrance to the Winter. Sculptor Graham Ibbeson has a 
long history with Eric and Ernie having also created the Eric Morecambe statue which was 
unveiled in 1999 by the Queen and now adorns the promenade in the comedian’s 
hometown of Morecambe.  
 
During their years in Blackpool the pair entertained hundreds of thousands of people, play-
ing at seven theatres, six summer seasons and a star role in the 1955 Royal Variety Perfor-
mance at the Winter Gardens.  



Derby Telegraph (Oct 20th 2016) 
Reach: 20,090 (print) 



Newcastle Evening Chronicle (Oct 21st 2016) 
Reach: 28,493 (print) 



Manchester Evening News (Oct 22nd 2016) 
Reach: 142,822 



Manchester Evening News (Oct 22nd 2016) 
Continued from previous page 



Cambridge News (Oct 25th 2016) 
Reach: 13,558 (print) 



Blackpool Gazette (Oct 26th 2016) 
Reach: 66,446 (print and online) 



Together with the articles presented on previous  
pages, both the launch and unveiling of the 
Morecambe and Wise statue at Blackpool  
Winter Gardens was covered online by: 
 

224 separate news outlets  
 
with an editorial reach of:  
 

15.1 million readers 
 
The titles publishing these articles are listed on 
the following pages  
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Social Media impact: Twitter 
 
On September 27th 2016, Rhodes Media announced 
the nation’s first Morecambe and Wise statue would 
be unveiled at Blackpool Winter Gardens. 
 
Twitter saw an incredible amount of activity all linked 
to this launch PR. The story was carried by more than 
200 news channels (online/broadcast/print) backed 
by social media support. 
 
In the first 39 hours (post PR launch) there were 
1,123 original Tweets from 955 separate  
contributors reacting to the story, many using the 
hashtag #MorecambeandWise #Morecambe&Wise  
 
This led to total impressions of 13.02 million and  
an audience of 9.65 million. 
 
These 1,123 Tweets were posted by users/media  
organisations in key UK areas in terms of potential  
visitors to Blackpool and also from users as far afield 
as USA, Australia, Japan and South Africa. 




